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At the beginning of November, in the face of the federal government’s shutdown, the distribution of Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits was interrupted, a circumstance that led many across the country
into adopting emergency measures to help those in need.

Of Columbia County’s 60,000-plus residents, more than 5,000 receive SNAP benefits. | am happy to be able to say
that, in a remarkable show of support for their friends and neighbors, county organizations and individuals pulled
together to address the critical food need.

Fortunately, Columbia County Department of Social Services Commissioner Bob Gibson said recently, as part of
the agreement to reopen the federal government, SNAP benefits have been extended for another year. “It’s helpful
that we don’t have to worry about this right after the holidays.”

On top of that, he said, “There are more resources in Columbia County now than I can recall in my professional
career. Salvation Army has always been here, but their meal upticks have been very high. The sanctuary
movement prepares meals and has a food pantry. Columbia Kitchen prepares and delivers food. You have a lot of
towns now with food pantries. There’s Greater Hudson Promise,” which mobilized partners, donors, and
volunteers in response to the crisis.

“Having more resources is a great thing,” added Commissioner Gibson. “That’s probably evened everything out,
inasmuch as yes, we're here to help and there are all these community resources that are out there and it helps
to supplement it.

“SNAP is a big benefit, but let’s face it, its one leg in a multi-legged stool. Luckily, with what was already built in,
we were able to rev that up to the extreme, so all these voluntary organizations that were providing for us
kickstarted this thing. They were able to raise a lot of money, they got cash cards, they worked with my case
workers. This county was ahead of the curve, no question. It’s a credit to our community and how it feels about
its citizens. We are a very rural community and people are aware of that, that there are people who can’t afford
things that others can. That has provided the impetus for them to give back.”

In addition, during the federal government shutdown, at the county Office for the Aging an additional 100 meals
per day were distributed among the seven senior centers throughout the county. In addition, OFA continues to
operate its home delivered meals program, as well as its seven congregate meal sites. Consult the county website
for eligibility requirements and further information.

While the crisis induced by the federal government shutdown has abated for now, let’s all remember that the
stress on local organizations and food pantries nonetheless remains, and the need hasn’t evaporated simply
because SNAP benefits were restored.
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