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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

CHAIRMAN PLANS
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR COMMITTEE

Has the time come for Columbia County to introduce a County Administrator into its Board of Supervisors
form of government?

That’s the question Board of Supervisors Chairman Matt Murell is interested in having answered. To that end,
Chairman Murell plans to create a committee charged with getting answers to the question of the advisability
of establishing a County Administrator position in its governing structure.

“The last time this idea was looked at was back in 2011 by a county committee. It seems there’s no better time
than the present to re-visit this subject. Fifteen years later, I for one am keenly interested in seeing how such
a position could work for us now,” said Chairman Murell.

In a nutshell, a County Administrator differs greatly from a County Executive, in that a County Administrator
would serve as the Chief Operating Officer, with the key distinction that the position would report to, and work
under the direction of, the Board of Supervisors.

A County Executive, on the other hand, places political power and day-to-day county operations in the hands
of a single elected official, rather than the current system of 23 elected town and city supervisors working
together as a governing unit. A county executive effectively strips the county Board of Supervisors of its
authority.

Chairman Murell said that as part of the yet-to-be formed committee’s activities, a few county administrators
from the region will be invited to address the committee.
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