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On Friday, October 31 - that’s right, Halloween -- Columbia County celebrated the opening of the new 911 center
with a ribbon cutting ceremony that featured such guest speakers as State Senator Michelle Hinchey,
Assemblyman Scott Bendett, and Assemblywoman Didi Barrett. Others speaking that day included county
Commissioner of Public Works Ray Jurkowski, Austerlitz Supervisor and chair of the county Public Safety
Committee Rob Lagonia, and former Town of Copake Supervisor Jeanne Mettler.

The county 911 center is now home at the P] Keeler Emergency Services Response & Training Facility located at
50 Grandinetti Drive in Commerce Park, Ghent. The development of the new 911 center has been a several years-
long venture, culminating in the new state-of-the-art operational headquarters that will benefit all Columbia
County residents.

I'd like to repeat here some comments made during the ceremony by 911 Director Kevin Johnson, who took over
for longtime 911 Director Rob Lopez in April.

“First, thank you to the Board of Supervisors for your unwavering commitment to public safety. Your vision and
investment in facilities like the fire training center and burn tower, our EMS system, and the Sheriff’s Office
continue to strengthen the safety and resilience of our county,” said Director Johnson.

“A special thanks to Assemblymember Didi Barrett, whose $500,000 grant was instrumental in moving this
project forward. Your continued support for local emergency services truly makes a difference. To Treasurer P]
Keeler, thank you for your steady advocacy and support throughout this process.”

“To retired 911 Director Rob Lopez, your success in securing over $5 million in grant funding laid the foundation
for what we're celebrating today — we owe you our gratitude. To DPW Commissioner Ray Jurkowski, I'll miss
our weekly calls — your partnership and dedication were invaluable.”

“To Director of Facilities Brian McDonald, thank you for ensuring every detail came together on time. To Chief
Technology Officer Chris Sweet and Network Administrator Jon Rowe, your expertise built the technological
backbone that keeps our communications strong and secure. And finally, to Controller Jim Breig, thank you for
navigating the complex funding and procurement processes that brought this project across the finish line.
Together, you've helped deliver a center that will serve Columbia County for generations — a lasting investment
in the safety of every resident.”

All county 9-1-1 dispatchers are trained at the Advanced Law Enforcement Dispatch level. This training prepares
department staff to effectively deal with hysterical callers, assaults, robberies, domestic violence, officer safety
issues, bomb threats and other emergency police situations.

Keeping the public safe even before an incident occurs is a key component of the 9-1-1 mission. Also numbering
among the department’s tasks are things such as overdose tracking and surveillance, EMS systems status
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management, maintaining ambulance coverage in needed areas, and disseminating info to the public and public
safety partners.

The Board of Supervisors and I thank all involved for the excellent work they do in helping to maintain a safe
environment in Columbia County.



